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Every Booking Creates Opportunity: Canterbury Oast Trust Officially Opens Inclusion
Conference Centre

Canterbury Oast Trust officially opened its new Inclusion Conference Centre on Tuesday 7

July, marking a significant milestone in its mission to create meaningful employment
opportunities for adults with learning disabilities and autism.

Trustees, supporters, funders and invited guests gathered at the Rare Breeds Centre to
celebrate the launch, alongside the people whose lives the facility has been designed to

support.

The event showcased the potential of the new venue, with Canterbury Oast Trust's Life Skills

students preparing and serving a delicious buffet, demonstrating the skills they have
developed through the charity's training programmes and providing a glimpse of the
opportunities the centre will create in the future.

The Inclusion Conference Centre has been developed to provide organisations with a
professional venue for meetings, training sessions and events, while creating paid
employment opportunities for adults with learning disabilities and autism.

Every aspect of operating the venue, from preparing rooms and welcoming guests to

catering and event support, has been carefully designed to create accessible pathways into
employment. Through Canterbury Oast Trust's development programme and AQA Unit
Award Scheme, individuals will receive training and support before progressing into paid

employment opportunities.

Speaking at the launch, Sarah Edwards, CEO of Canterbury Oast Trust, said:

"The new Inclusion Conference Centre means that every single booking will help break down
barriers for people with learning disabilities and autism. It will create opportunities for paid
work for people who may never previously have had the opportunity to earn a real wage."

She added:

"Every booking creates opportunity. You're not simply hiring a room. You're investing in an

inclusive workforce and helping people realise their potential.”
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The Centre was officially opened by service-user, Thomas and Councillor Winston Michael,
Mayor of Ashford, who praised the initiative and its wider impact on the local community.

Addressing guests, he said:

"Jobs and growth are one of my mayoral priorities and anything that opens up opportunities
for people with physical, mental or learning disabilities | applaud.”

He added:

"The significance of the Inclusion Conference Centre should not be underestimated. It creates
supported employment opportunities for adults with learning disabilities while providing
organisations with a professional venue that delivers genuine social value."

The Mayor also congratulated everyone involved in bringing the project to life, recognising
the commitment of the funders, donors, supporters and staff whose efforts had helped
transform the vision into reality.

The Inclusion Conference Centre forms part of Canterbury Oast Trust's wider commitment to
helping people develop confidence, independence and workplace skills. While the centre
will initially create employment opportunities within the organisation, the longer-term
ambition is to support individuals in progressing into roles with employers across the wider
community.

Canterbury Oast Trust thanked everyone who contributed to the project and is now inviting
organisations across Kent to consider the Inclusion Conference Centre for meetings,
conferences, training events and team-building activities.

By choosing the venue, organisations can be confident that every booking helps create
opportunities, build confidence and support a more inclusive future for people with learning
disabilities and autism.

For more information about the Inclusion Conference Centre, visit
https://www.canterburyoasttrust.org.uk/rare-breeds-centre/our-attractions-

facilities/inclusion-conference-centre/
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